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   St John the Baptist 
Scottish Episcopal Church, Perth 

    Welcome to our worship 
8th February 2026, Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

   
8.30 a.m. Holy Communion (Scottish Prayer Book Page 326) 

Celebrant, The Very Revd Graham Taylor, Rector 
 

10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist (Revised Scottish Liturgy 1982) 
 Celebrant, Revd Mariusz Wojciechowski, Assistant Priest 

 
You are welcome to join us for tea and coffee  

in the Threshold after the 8.30 am 10.30 am service 

Order of Service 

Processional hymn  684  Thou, whose almighty word 
Welcome 
Gloria     Page 6 and 7   
Collect     Overleaf 
First Readings    Isaiah 58. 1-9a;  1 Corinthians 2. 1-12                                                 
Gradual Hymn   314  Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
Gospel     Matthew 5. 13-20 
Sermon     Dean Graham Taylor  
Nicene Creed    Page 7 
Intercessions    Rhiannon Miller  
Peace     Page 8 
Offertory Hymn   476  O Breath of Life 
Eucharistic Prayer I     See Pages 9 - 11 
Lord’s Prayer     Page 28 
Communion Song   Page 29 
Communion     All are welcome 
Communion Hymn  590  Seek ye first 
Post Communion Prayer   Overleaf and pages 29-30 
Recessional Hymn   74  Blessed assurance  
Dismissal     Page 30 
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The Collect 
O Lord, watch over your household with constant love: that, supported 
by you alone, we may always stand firm in your protection; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.                                          Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
A reading from Isaiah 58.  1-9a  
Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  Announce to my people 
their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.  Yet day after day they seek me 
and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practised righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;  they ask of me righteous judgements, 
they delight to draw near to God.  ‘Why do we fast, but you do not see?  Why humble 
ourselves, but you do not notice?’  Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 
and oppress all your workers.  Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike 
with a wicked fist.  Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.  
Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is it to bow down the head like 
a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to 
the Lord?  
 
 Is not this the fast that I choose:  to loose the bonds of injustice,  to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house;  when you see the 
naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  Then your light 
shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly;  your vindicator 
shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.  Then you shall call, 
and the Lord will answer;  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

                                                                          This is the word of the Lord.  
                                                                                        Thanks be to God 

A reading from 1 Corinthians 2. 1-12 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of 
God to you in lofty words or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 
trembling.  My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of 
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might 
rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 

 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of 
the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish.  But we speak God’s wisdom, secret 
and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.  None of the rulers of this 
age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, 
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as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him’—these things God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  For what 
human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also 
no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God.  Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 

                                                                                    This is the word of the Lord. 
             Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel Reading 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 5. 13-20  
                                                                            Glory to Christ our Saviour 
 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot.  ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.  No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfil.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished.  Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 
teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 
                                                            Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel.  

                                                                             Praise to Christ our Lord. 
Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, in you we find peace beyond all telling. May we who share 
in this heavenly banquet be instruments of your peace on earth, in the 
name of Jesus Christ the Lord.                                                           Amen 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                         

The funeral for Anne Addison will take place on Wednesday 11 
February 2026 in St John’s at 12 noon. Thereafter the interment will 
take place at 2 pm at Forgandenny Cemetery.  
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Forthcoming Services and Events 
 
Every Thursday, 11 a.m. Holy Communion followed by coffee and chat. 
 
Sunday 15th February    Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
8.30 a.m.      Holy Communion  
10.30 a.m.        Sung Eucharist with healing prayers 
 
Wednesday 18th February   Ash Wednesday 
7.00 p.m.      Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Sunday 22nd February   First Sunday of Lent 
8.30 a.m.      Holy Communion  
10.30 a.m.        Sung Eucharist  
 

Many thanks to those who attended the concert on Saturday 31st 
January 2026. £255 was raised for St John’s. 
 
Monday 9th February  at 2.30 p.m. St John’s Fellowship meeting will take place in 
the Threshold. There will be a presentation by Marjorie Clark on ‘Heritage Plaques in 
Perth’.  All are welcome. 
 
Saturday 14th March 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  Sound and Sense presented by John Bell 
and Jane Bentley from the Iona Community.  Please see notice board for further 
information. 

 
St John the Baptist Scottish Episcopal Church, Perth 

 
Rector – The Very Reverend Graham S. Taylor 

Assistant Priests – Reverend Annie MacKay Hughes 
Reverend Mariusz Wojciechowski 

Clergy can be contacted through the Church office on 01738 634999 
Email: office@episcopal-perth.org.uk 

 
The Church Administrator is in the Office: 

Mondays 2 – 5 pm 
Tuesdays 9 am – 1 pm 
Thursdays  1 – 4 pm 

 
Rector’s day off – FRIDAYS 

 

mailto:office@episcopal-perth.org.uk

