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Rector’s Reflections

Dear Friends,

As we approach the season of Advent once again, as we prepare for the
birth of the Christ child, I hope it gives us the opportunity as a church and
a living community to reflect together on our faith, and what it means to
us, as individuals and together.

We will do that in different ways. Over Advent, as usual a reflection will
be offered on a Wednesday evening. This year I have invited different
folks to speak about their charities and work they do to promote the
gospel of Christ, through loving service to others in the city of Perth. This
will be followed by the beautiful service of Compline, which, along with
me, I know so many of us love. Meeting God in the stillness and at the
end of a day is very special. I do hope you are able to support these
Wednesday evenings.

Then as we approach the Christmas Season once more, we will as a
Church family gather around the crib of the Holy Child. We will offer our
praise and adoration as we worship the king of kings. Please keep an eye
out for the Christmas Services, and once again I’d value your support.

The word of God tells us that we must be there to build one another up,
to support each other, to be that body of Christ here on earth.

It is really encouraging to see new faces joining us for worship on a
Sunday and at other times. If you are reading this magazine article, and
you are one of them, then welcome!

Equally if you want to get involved with any of our activities, then don’t
hold back. Please speak with myself or any of the others. We are to be
encouraged to share our gifts, for the building up of the church, the body
of Christ.

I wish you all a very peaceful, and reflective Advent, as we journey
together towards the celebration of the Christ child once again. A child
born into poverty, yet a baby who brought light and hope into the world.



May you and yours know the blessing of Christ during this holy season,
and when the celebration of Christmas comes once again, may peace and
love be yours.

A very happy and holy season to you all.

Dean Graham

Weekly Services

Sunday 8.30 a.m. Holy Communion

Sunday 10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist

Thursday 11.00 a.m. Communion, coffee and a chance to chat
Special Services

215 December 10.30 a.m. Nine Lessons and Carols

24" December 9.00 p.m. Christmas Eve

25" December 10.30 a.m. Christmas Day




Church Library

Here in St John’s SEC Perth, we have a wonderful resource in our church
library. If you haven’t used this resource recently (or ever), consider this
your warm invitation to rediscover the benefits of nourishing your mind,
deepening your faith, and building our community through reading. You
will find our library, tucked in the back corner of our Lady Chapel.

Our library shelves are home to a mixture of Christian literature. Whether
you’re looking to read in an area of interest, searching for comfort,
seeking answers to an aspect of faith which puzzles you, or simply
looking for a good read on a rainy afternoon (of which we have many),
there’s something waiting for you.

The library works on a simple “take and return” basis, i1s completely free
and open to everyone in our congregation. If you borrow a book, then
enjoy it at your own pace and return it when you are finished with it.

We are also gratefully accepting donations of unwanted Christian books.
If you have a title that has encouraged your faith or helped shape your
Christian journey, consider passing it along so someone else can be
blessed by it.

Over the coming months, it would be wonderful (but not obligatory) if
readers would provide a few lines for Quest, highlighting a read that has
encouraged them so that others can benefit. So, why not wander in and
find your next page-turner?
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And so i1t 1s Christmas

It’s that time of year when Christmas brings different emotions to us all:

For the very young, hopefully, it’s a time of happy fantasy.

For the young, it’s the season to be jolly.

For the not so young, it can be a time, an expensive time, to make others
feel happy and jolly.

For those, far from young, it can be a time of reflection and trying to

keep happy.

But to quote words from Charles Dickens’ Christmas Carol:

‘I have always thought of Christmas time, when it has come around, as
a good time, a kind, forgiving and charitable time, the only time I know
of in the long calendar of the year, when men and women seem, by one
consent, to open their shut up hearts freely and to think of people below
them as if they really were fellow
passengers to the grave and not
another race of creatures bound on
other journeys...’

And so, as Tiny Tim said: “A merry
Christmas to us all, my dears. God

bless us, every one.”

Raymond King




Ideas for an Eco-friendly Christmas

Peace and goodwill from the Eco Group




Give your business to charity
shops and/or local
independent stores.

REMEMBER THE REAL REASON
FOR CHRISTMAS




No Crib for a Bed —
' Christmas Appeal 2025

‘No Crib for a Bed’ reminds us that there was no room at the inn for
Mary, about to give birth. There was nowhere to stay; a stable had to
suffice. The baby arrived with wonder & joy, but strife lay ahead, with
the family and the precious baby fleeing days later.

This Appeal is centred on the Democratic Republic of Congo — DRC,
where (all too many years ago!) I
remember very affectionately one No
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Isingoma, President of the DRC’s
Mother’s Union. With
extraordinary courage, she
confronted the fact that thousands |
of women and girls had been e s e
raped, as terrifying ‘acts of war’.
So she established the Mothers 2V SN 7
Union for the Advancement of Social Peace (known as UFPPS) to
rehabilitate the women and give them hope for life.

So it 1s particularly distressing to discover that conflict is still rife in
DRC.

As we share a peaceful Christmas at home, think of how violence arriving
unexpectedly at Chance’s door, her baby only a few weeks old. She
realises quickly that she and her family will need to flee to survive. She
and her children go by foot, terrified and exhausted: each step a fight for
survival. When she finds the camp, there is no running water in their
shelter, so she has to walk a long way to collect it — carrying heavy
jerrycans under the sun. She worries constantly about how to feed her
children, keep them healthy, and hold hope for the future.

The DRC has been repeatedly devastated by violence, homes destroyed,
families displaced. Now the country faces one of the largest global hunger



crises — over 27 million need food urgently. To deliver immediate
emergency assistance aid to families who’ve fled their homes, Christian
Aid works with local partners, supporting mothers to protect their
children from hunger, malnutrition, disease and pain.

Sunday December 16™ will be our ‘“Mince-pie Sunday’, when pennies for
post eucharistic coffee & tea will go to this Christmas Appeal. Please
support families trying to care for their children facing violence and
unimaginable circumstances.

As Val Brown, head Christian Aid Scotland says, Let us never forget that
people, home and abroad, go hungry, while others have more than
enough.

Elaine Cameron. Christian Aid rep.

CAROL SINGING
Saturday 13th December 2025
Dobbies Garden Centre
Crieff Road, Perth
11.00 — 11.45 and 12.00 — 12.45

Come and join us!

For further information contact. Perth Christian Aid Group
c/o Peggy Lamond Tel. 07803 015509




Fellowship

I think all of us who attended Alan Condie’s presentation at our October
meeting on Church Architecture, which focussed especially on Hays of
Liverpool, the firm responsible for the design of our church, were
impressed by Alan’s enthusiasm and knowledge of the subject.

He had made models of parts of churches that were very precise and
detailed, that could be put together in different ways to demonstrate how
a basic design and structure could be altered. Adding or removing one
part or placing it slightly differently produces a different church
elsewhere which had many basic similarities. In this way there are a
number of churches built in the mid 19" century with many similarities
to St John’s Episcopal Church in Perth.

It was good to spend an otherwise grey November afternoon relaxing and
seeing Bill and Christine Bracewell’s photos of their summer holiday in
Italy. The trip had been organised by their family rather than the other
way round. All they had to do was turn up at Newcastle and go where
their son and family took them! They travelled largely by public
transport, including trains and boats, visiting Naples and Pompeii in the
south from a base in Rome, then working their way further north
including time in both Florence and Venice as well as in some of the more
rural areas such as around lake Garda.

It brought back memories for those of us who had visited some of these
destinations but I don’t think any of us would have visited all of them and
certainly not in a single trip.

Thank you Bill for the effort taken to sort such a comprehensive and
appropriate selection of your photos to share with us.

The next meeting on the 8" December will take the usual pattern of pre-
Christmas music and food.

Jean Hendry



Lectionary December 2025 and January 2026

December 7™ Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11. 1-10, Romans 15.4-13 Matthew 3. 1-12.

December 14™ Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35.1-10, James 5.7-10, Matthew 11.2-11

December 21° Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7.10-16, Romans1.1-7, Matthew 1.18-25

December 24" Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9.2-7, Titus 2.11-14, Luke 2. 1-14(15-20)

December 25™ Christmas Day
Isaiah 52. 7-10, Hebrews 1.1-4(5-12), Johnl.1-14

December 28™ First Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 63.7-9, Hebrews 2.10-18, Matthew 2.13-23

January 4" - Epiphany
Isaiah 60. 1-6, Ephesians 3. 1-12, Matthew 2.1-12

January 11" Third Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 9.1-4,1 Corinthians 1.10-18, Matthew 4.12-23

January 18™ Fourth Sunday after Christmas
Micah 6. 1-8, 1 Corinthians 1.18-31, Matthew 5. 1-12,

January 25" Fifth Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 58.1-9a(9b-12), 1 Corinthians 2.1-12(13, -16), Matthew 5.13-20)



Wednesday 3rd, 10th & 17th December at 7pm
St John'’s Scottish Episcopal Church, Perth

Join us for Advent Reflections led by three local charities,
followed by Compline.

3rd: Swarthick Salins — Bethany Christian Trust
10th: Marjorie Clark — Food Poverty
17th: Steve Osmond — Solas

Reflections start at 7:00 pm
Drinks & nibbles from 6:30 pm




Paul in Athens

As a diversion from this inclement weather, I have been looking at Paul’s
visit to Athens. In the narrative of Acts Paul had many run-ins with Jewish
congregations, who viewed him as attacking the fundamentals of Judaism
by welcoming Gentiles to the ancient Jewish hope of the Messiah. He was
beaten up, imprisoned and kicked out of town. At Athens he spoke to
Jews, Gentiles and even passers-by in the Agora. Athens was the centre
of philosophical debate in the Ancient World, where Socrates, Plato and
Aristotle taught; Zeno the founder of Stoicism and Epicurus had their
schools there. Paul as usual preached about Jesus and the Resurrection.
Small wonder that his remarks attracted attention. Jesus and Anastasis
(the Greek word for ‘Resurrection’) seemed to be foreign deities,
probably subversive. Four hundred years earlier Socrates had been
condemned to death for corrupting the minds of the young and teaching
‘Impiety’, the worship of false gods. Paul was summoned before the
Areopagus, the highest court in Athens, and ordered to explain himself.

This enabled Paul to rehearse his usual themes with all the rhetorical
skills he could muster; the Athenians were connoisseurs of oratory.
Luke’s report is not verbatim but, after the manner of ancient historical
narrative, a précis. Luke’s text 1s now inscribed on a bronze plaque on
Areopagus hill, just below the Acropolis. Athens was full of temples and
shrines, as Paul had noted. He began with words that may seem sarcastic
(though 1t 1s impossible to judge their precise tone): “I see that you are
rather God-fearing, so God-fearing, in fact, that you have an altar to ‘the
unknown God,’ [just in case, as it were].” This was Paul’s opportunity.
“He 1s the God who created the world and everything in it. He does not
dwell in shrines made by men [here Paul is pointing dramatically to the
Parthenon above him]. For in Him we live and move and have our being.”
Paul cannot resist a quotation from a very popular work of the time, the
Phaenomena of Aratus: *...God is everywhere. Everywhere everyone is



indebted to God, for we are indeed his offspring...” Members of the
Areopagus would have approved of this reference, but not of what comes
after. “God 1s not like an image in gold or silver or stone. He will have
the world judged and will call mankind to repentance. The judge will be
he whom God has chosen by raising him from the dead.”

The reaction to Paul’s remarks was mixed. Some merely scoffed at the
idea of resurrection; others said that they wanted to hear more at another
time. However Dionysius, a member of Areopagus, became a believer,
and he was later venerated as a saint. Others, too, were converted,

including a woman, Damaris, who also became a saint of the Orthodox
Church.

Paul is appealing to Jews, Gentiles and Greeks alike, by uniting them in
the new vision of the Messiah - creator, redeemer and saviour of all.

David Willington

A Prayer for Advent and Christmas 2025

Prince of Peace, as a baby you had no safe place to rest.

We pray to you today for all children forced to flee violence.

We lift to you families and communities enduring instability and fear.

In this season of hopeful expectation, we pray for those who do not know
what tomorrow will bring.

Challenge us, Lord, to live out your call to seek peace and pursue it.
Heal our divisions and inspire us to act with justice and love.

Amen.

From Christian Aid



First Anniversary

On 24th of November I shall be enjoying the first anniversary of my move
to Perth. I have been a visitor to Scotland since 1967 when my brother
married and lived west of Stirling. Then in 2000 my eldest son and wife
moved to Perth to teach, so for many years I have been an infrequent
visitor to Perthshire and Stirlingshire which I have always much enjoyed.

When I retired from regular work in 2020 because of Covid, it made sense
to move to Scotland too, especially as for 15 years my son had said he
could not look after me with such a distance between us. It took 6 months
to find my new home and arrange the sale of the property I then lived in.

My friends were all concerned at the distance I was moving and how
would I cope? My Bible Study Group particularly who were a group of
dear ladies with whom I had shared a tear or two, laughed much, and
joyfully explored the work of our common Father. I assured them that I
would look at all options, and if necessary, visit every church in Perth
until I found the right one.

In visiting Perth to flat-hunt I had looked around and mentally crossed
one or two off my list but did spot St John’s in a walk-about. On only the
second Sunday following my exhausting move, I went to St John’s and
immediately felt at home. The welcome was genuine but not
overpowering, the service was what I expected and what I was used to
and the sermons were Spirit-led. In other words, I had found, in one strike,
exactly what I was looking for.

So, Brothers and Sisters, clergy and lay - I thank you for your open-armed
acceptance of a stranger and providing me with the family of God for
which I am so grateful. With the valuable help of my family, the new
friends I have made at Conachar Court and those of you reading Quest,
regular and occasional worshippers at St John’s, my first year has been
positive, joyful and truly blessed.

May it be the first of a long residency - thank you.
Penelope Kennedy
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Perth’'s Chamber Choir

La Nult de Noél

A Concert of Christmas Music

Bruckriert, /-8 . Palestrina
Bearnish i ‘ Rossini
Howélls Y % B ScHubert
Mchwall ' - : Todd
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Areti ‘;ymperopou ouseonductor

. Colleen Nicol Soprano

David Douglas tenor

" Phil Gault bass
Howard Duthie organist

7.30pm Saturday December 6'" 2025
St Johi's Kirk Perth®

Tickets £18 (inc. £2 b,ooklng fee) (U 25 £5)
- at perthshireboxoffice.com, chansons.co.uk 3
; i? and on the door ;
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AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

Perth Group

WRITE FOR RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

WRITE A CARD.....CHANGE A LIFE!

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10, 2025
ASHRAF HAMZAH

St John’s Threshold
Princes St. PH2 8L]

10.00-12.00 noon

All welcome!

Enjoy tea / coffee home baking

Free: donations to Amnesty International welcome

More info: brownmackay@gmail.com




From the Editor

Thanks very much for everyone’s contributions to this issue. All entries
to the editor, David Willington dwillington@hotmail.com for our
February and March issue by Sunday 18™ January.

Just a reminder that there is a tin at the back of the Church
if you wish to donate towards the costs of
producing Quest.

Helpful QR Codes
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St John’s website St John’s Facebook page



Contact Information *indicates member of the Vestry

The Very Rev. 634999
Rector Graham S. Taylor * rector(@episcopal-
perth.org.uk
Assistant Priests Rev. Annie MacKay 07989 annemackayhughes@
Hughes 519050 gmail.com
Rev. Mariusz Wojciechowski | 634999
: : Rt Rev. Bruce Cameron
léle;rge;i Assistant Rev. Canon Shelley Marsh
Rev. Canon Alan Tilson
Church Officers Mail to be sent to Office @episcopal-perth.org.uk
Rector’s Warden Hamish Shankland * church-warden@
People’s Warden David Willington * 813787
Administrator Eleanor McGourty 634999 | office@
Lay Representative Christine Bracewell * 552817
Alternate Lay Rep John Anderson *
Vestry Secretary Vacant 634999 | office@
Treasurer Jackie Thomson * 07946 treasurer@,
784687
Health and Safety Chris Rose * 442758
PVG Caryl Steeves * 07708 pvg@
454870
Director of Music Robin Miller 07878
615229
Sacristan Vivienne Underwood 07549
651425
Team Convenors
Ministry Alan McPherson 552337
Finance Jackie Thomson 07946
784687
Communications Eleanor McGourty 634999
Website/Facebook Shelley Marsh 575040
Children Jean Hendry 623603
Buildings & Eco David Maclehose
Social Fundraising Group
Church Activities
Intercessors/Readers | Eleanor McGourty 634999
Flowers Christine Bracewell 552817
Magazine David Willington 813787
Fellowship/PACT Jean Hendry 623603
Young Church Jean Hendry 623603
Prayer Group Ruth Harris 621379
Christian Aid Elaine Cameron 441172
Eco Group Cath Bodrell*
Threshold bookings | Eleanor McGourty 634999 | rice@episcopal-perth.org.uk
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St John the Baptist
Scottish Episcopal Church
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The Very Rev. Graham S. Taylor
23 Comely Bank, Perth PH2 7HU
01738 245922

rector@episcopal-perth.org.uk
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